Unit Overview

Grade/Class
5th grade

Concept: Identity
Concept Question: 

What is a portrait? 

Stage 1:  Desired Results

Aesthetics:

Enduring Understanding

Art can have diverse values, meanings, and definitions.

VB Instructional Objectives 
EL.2 Students will determine the many reasons why art has value and meaning.

EL. 3 Students will examine why artworks have different meanings for the viewer and artist. 
Essential Question 

Why is art valuable?  Why can there be different interpretations when viewing a piece of art? 

 Art Criticism:

Enduring Understanding

Artworks are objects for interpretation

VB Instructional Objectives:

EL.5 Students will respond to works of art through direct observation.

EL.8 Students will examine internal and external information about artwork to better understand their content/meanings. 

EL. 10 Students will analyze artworks for symbolic meanings. 
Essential Question 

What can artwork tell us about people? 

Art History:

Enduring Understanding

Art is a reflection of time, place, and culture.

VB Instructional Objectives 

EL.12 Students will understand the development of subject matter throughout history.
Essential Question 

How are portraits different that come from different periods? 

Art Production:

Enduring Understanding

Meaningful artmaking is about exploration, asking questions, problem-solving and developing a knowledge base. 

VB Instructional Objectives

EL.16 Students will use personal experiences and knowledge to express ideas visually.  

Essential Question 

How can you show who you are in your artwork. 

KNOW

Students will know…
UNDERSTAND

Students will understand that…
DO

Students will be able to…

-Pictures can show identity

- About Colonial American period.  Recognize Presidents and other important people during the time period. 

- What a portrait is.

- Bring previous knowledge to tell about the portraits. 

-Will search for symbols and know what symbols are in the portraits  

- Vocabulary- Portrait, self-portrait, background, and foreground 
 -They need to brainstorm and think about what kind of environment they what to be in.  

-Artist use symbols or details in their portraits to represent who they are 

- Portraits have been used throughout history.
- Trace their feet and hands.

- Draw their self portrait.

- Create a background that has some significance to them.  

-They will consider the color choices for their clothes so they will have symbolic meaning. 

- Write a sentence or two that describes themselves in the portrait. 


Stage 2:  Assessment Evidence


SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT


Performance Tasks & Products:  Rationale

          As artists, we use big ideas from life and personal experiences as inspiration to create art.  The idea of Portraits and  self-portraits influence artists and their artmaking.  In this unit, students will explore Portraits and self portraits and how it/this can inform their personal “voice” that can be expressed in their conversation, writing, and artmaking.


Student Procedure     (guidelines, directions)
  Key Criteria     ( how teacher will grade)

Artmaking  Design Problem:

-Students will trace there hands and feet.  They will then connect legs, arms and a head to their feet and hands. 

-Next they create their self-portrait.

-Last they will draw the background. 
Written Reflection/Critique:

They will write a short paragraph about what setting they are falling back into and why they chose that setting. 
 Artmaking Design Product:

-Hands and feet need to be traced.  

-They need to add texture to the bottom of their feet. 

-They need to draw themselves and have a body attached to the hands and feet.

-The need to have a background. 

-It needs to be colored in with color pencils.

- They background and color choice needs to be significant to them. 
 Written Reflection/Critique:

Need to write a paragraph about their self-portrait and tell why they made the decisions they did for their self- portrait. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT


Other Evidence

Informal check for understanding

    Collaborative group work                  written reflections 

    Brainstorming

    Class participation

    Verbal critique

     Thumbnail sketches                                       

Stage 3:  Learning Plan


Lesson 1 – Title: Fall back portraits

Concept Question:

Day 1:


•
Motivational activity: 

•
Have the students do charades of different facial expressions.  I will make a list of moods and then the student will grab one out of the hat and try and the class will try to guess what the mood is from facial expression. 

   •  
I will ask the students about portraits and self-portraits. 

              -I will ask about facial expressions are something artist pay close attention to when they are painting a portrait or self-portrait.

              - Artist want to show two things

                 1. What a person looks like.

                 2. What the person is thinking and feeling. 

             - Artist use background to help show who the person is and they also inlcude   

               objects that are important to the person or symbols. 


•
Show a powerpoint on different portraits and self-portraits for the American Colonial Period Because the 5th graders will be studying it in their core classes. 

                    - I tell them how portraits were perhaps the most common subjects in American painting and by the mid 1700's the portraits were virtually the only art form by American painters. 


•
We will have a class discussion about the images and look for symbols to figure out what kind off person in the portrait or what the artist is trying to convey in the painting.


•
I will tell the students we are going to do our own modern self-protraits.


•
We will then discuss what one might look like if they were falling backwards from a bird's eye view. 

    •  
I will then have the students think of a place or thing that is important to them or a place where they would like to return.  It could even be a fear they have.  Something that is symbolic to them.  Something they would like to fall back into. 


•
I will tell them we are going to create self-portraits that they will fall back into.  


•
Closure: I will end the lesson by having the students come to the carpet and watch a short video on different self-portraits. I will say how we are focusing on faces for the next couple weeks and each time they look at someone think of a word that describes his or her face.  Also to think about the way their own faces change when their mood changes.  

Day 2: 


•
I will pass out paper and have everyone trace their hands and feet on the paper. 


•
They will then connect their body and head.


•
I will pass out mirrors to help them draw their faces.  I will remind them to think about their facial expression and what they would look like if they were falling back.  


Day 3: 


•
I will do a short discussion about the background and tell them to think about what there background will look like if they are falling into it.  It will probably be from an unusual perspective. 


•
Motivational activity: I will do round tables.  I will pass out one piece of paper to each table.  The students will write down one place you could fall back into and then pass the paper to the next person at their table.  They will do this for 2 minutes and try to get as many ideas as possible.  The students will then share the ideas with the class to help the students brainstorm. 

•
I will tell them to add the design of their show to the bottom of their feet. They will then continue to work on the body and head.  When they finish that part they will be able to begin on the background.  If they want they can do a practice sketch on a separate piece of paper. 

Day 4:


•
At the beginning of the class I will do a little review about their facial expressions and about their backgrounds.  And remind them how everything needs to have meaning.  


•
Short demo on coloring. If they are ready for color. 


•
Then the students will continue to work on their background.  


•
If students are finished they can begin to color.  


•
Day 5: 


•
They will finish working on their self portraits.  


•
If any students finish early they can write a paragraph about their self-portrait and tell about why they choose the background they picked and why they used the colors they did. 
UNIT TEACHER REFLECTION:

Does the unit address enduring ideas about the human experience?

Does the unit address enduring ideas about art?

Does the unit address key concepts and essential questions?

Does the learning plan align with unit objectives and assessment tasks?

Does the unit address the knowledge and skills in a logical sequence to achieve unit objectives?

Do the enduring ideas, key concepts and essential questions provide focus and cohesiveness throughout unit?

Are students aware of assessment expectations?

Are enduring ideas, concepts and important skills assessed?

Are the key unit and lesson components included and clearly presented?

Are students given opportunities to provide evidence of learning?


DIFFERENTIATION STRATEGIES


Flexible grouping


Open-ended activities


Exploration by interests


Negotiated criteria


Anchoring/Extension activities


Independent


Tiered activities/products


Journal prompts


Multiple levels of questions


Scaffolding 


Choice: Learner profile, Readiness, Interest

